
DAVID RAKOFF RIP – BRIEF THOUGHTS ON SOMEONE I WISH I KNEW

To my regret, I came to my appreciation of David Rakoff much too late, sadly and posthumously.
I’d heard his name here and there, and I’d heard about his passing; but it was mainly through
talking about him with a dear friend who knew his work much better than I that I finally got to
know and explore his work a bit.  And now I suspect I do have a much better appreciation of his
particular melancholy as I see it so poignantly mirrored in the world he left behind - a world that
will no longer have his wit or grace, his wisdom or eloquence.

Three things I’ll point out – this video was filmed a few months before he passed away from the
cancer that wore him down.  Introduced by Ira Glass, he delivers a lovely and Talmudic, as it
were, essay on his life now with a left arm that no longer functions, and that leads to an
EXTRAORDINARY moment about 11 minutes in – though I urge you, if you are indeed reading
this, to not skip to that moment, but please watch the whole thing – context is everything after all
– Rakoff’s talk is great and lovely and wise – but the moment is truly transcendent and a
magnificent surprise – ‘nuff said, have a look if you can.

Since his passing, I’ve also read his last book, HALF EMPTY – his essay on 9/11, “The Bleak
Shall Inherit” is a smart and surprising remembrance; his essay on his cancer, “Another Shoe,” is
similar in its eloquence, and heartbreaking in it’s inexorability I suppose, and now of course its
inevitability.

Finally, my friend led me to listening to a rather wonderful podcast with Julie Klausner –

http://howwasyourweek.libsyn.com/webpage/hwyw-special-minisode-david-rakoff

In it, among many other things, Rakoff discusses, in a sharp and smartly critical way, the musical
RENT, and takes his dose of oxycontin.  He also talks eloquently of his love for his Sodastream
(he also talks about that here):

http://newyork.grubstreet.com/2012/04/david-rakoff-this-american-life-grub-street-diet.html

I’m a working composer, I have a lot of equipment, computers, software, hardware, keyboards,
on and on, but I can honestly say that my favorite piece of equipment, and the one I use the most,
is my Sodastream – I make soda with it at least 4-5 times a day, and I take it everywhere I go, for
all out of town gigs.  I would have loved to have met David Rakoff to chat about so many things,
certainly our mutual love for Sodastream would have successfully broken the ice I think.

And so, to a wise man whom I certainly appreciate now, RIP Mr. Rakoff.


